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Rotation workshop

Hi to all,

| decided to use the “spring”
logo because it’s GOT to come
soon! Maybe using it will help
warm the weather?! This has
been a tough winter with all the
cold and snow. Hope you have all
escaped the flu/cold stuff that’s
going around.

Our BIG news is the Rotation
Sunday School workshop, “We
Love to Tell the Story!”, that’s
coming on April 5, 2008 at the Lu-
theran Church of the Good Shep-
herd, here in Eau Claire. Bro-
chures have been going out at
various events. If you have not
seen one, let me know. This is go-
ing to be a wonderful, learning
event that you and your educa-
tion/Sunday school planners
won’t want to miss. There will be
something for everyone whether
you have been doing Rotation for
years, just thinking about it, or
doing something else entirely,
you will find ideas and fun things
to do to fill your needs. The price
is $20 per person or $75 per
church and any number can come
under that fee. We have extended
the deadline to March 31, and
even until the day before the
event. With Easter in the mix, eve-
ryone had their attentions in many
places. So, hurry and get that
information out so registrations
can start flooding in.

We have some really neat re-
sources - brand new ones as well
as donations from pastors who

coming soon!

are down sizing their personal li-
braries due to retirement or
change in life style. The process
for that to happen is a call here to
the Center and then Greg goes to
the pastor’s home and picks out
what we can use here so we don’t
get duplicates, etc. It has worked
quite well for everyone. Try to
come and see what we have or go
on line.

Remember to advertise the Lay
School of Ministry to your congre-
gation. We had a first year class of
41 this year - one of the biggest
classes ever. It is something no
one will ever regret doing in their
life because itis a life changing
experience. The address to go on
line for all the information is:
layschoolofministry.org Registra-
tion forms, Mentor responsibilities,
dates of the classes, a map and a
cover letter are all there. We also
have brochures available if you
would like some to hand out to in-
terested folks. Just give me a call
and I’ll get some out to you.

New things are coming with the
on line feature of the Resource
Center. As the changes getironed
out and all things become final,
you will be among the first to know
about it. Everything is notin place
just yet, but if you have been won-
dering where the Recent Additions
have gone, you will soon find out.

STAY TUNED!

SRC Crew
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New stuff for programs, small groups, etc. . ..

If you haven’t tried any of the Select Multimedia Resources over the years or from their new 2007-
2008 catalog, you are in for a whole new experience. They have some great features for adult learn-
ing, including the Luther’s Legacy for Laity course that was taped at our own Lay School of Ministry
two years ago. Professors include: David Lose, Timothy Wengert, Kathryn Kleinhans, Darrell
Jodock. The total time of the course is 5 hours on 4 disc DVD and costs $75. On line ordering is also
a feature www.selectlearning.org This would be a great small group study. Leader guides come
with the course. To order a catalog, call 877-675-6275.

The latest in the Lutheran Voices series are: Reclaiming the “E” Word - Waking up Our Evangelical
Identity by Kelly A. Fryer; Faith’s Wisdom for Daily Living by Herbert Anderson and Bonnie Miller-
McLemore; Emerging Ministry - Being Church Today by Nathan C.P. Frambach; War, Peace, and
God - Rethinking the Just-War Tradition by Gary M. Simpson. These are great reads - questions at
the end of each chapter which make them ideal for a group study.

The Future of Lutheranism in a Global Context with Arland Jacobson and James Aageson as editors,
is a collection of essays inviting conversation among Lutherans in North America about the global
future of Lutheranism. A very interesting, thought provoking publication that would be a good book
study for a group to really get in to for discussion.

A CD-Rom with 6 of Harry Wendt’s courses: Christmas, the Real Story; In Heaven’s Name, Why on
Earth?; Road to Coronation; Apostles’ Creed; The Parables of Jesus; and Praying Like Jesus, the
Messiah. These focus on biblical issues and themes crucial to the development of Christian faith and
discipleship today, of any age participant. Good for new member classes, confirmation, and renew-
ing your faith classes. Each one has a workbook and leader guide.

We have all of the Kerygma Bible studies that will challenge participants to stretch their faith and
understanding in sharing with each other in the class. Some of the later issues have materials on CD
or DVD to help in lesson presentation. This a study your congregation will enjoy.

Then, we have video kits: What’s So Amazing About Grace and The Jesus | Never Knew that have
video, book, and leader guide; If You Want to Walk on Water, You Have to Get Out of the Boat; Ex-
ploring Genesis with Terry Fretheim; When You Pray the Lord’s Prayer with James Nestingen; Be-
tween Two Altars with Martin Marty; The Lutheran Course -1 and Il; The Lutheran Marriage Course
on Marriage, plus others that are excellent studies to deepen faith and give some new thoughts.

The Affluenza videos with Tony Campolo have been popular and continue to be. The message each
video carries speaks to what many people wrestle with in their everyday lives and the role model
that is so hard to live up to. Check them out for your small group to work with!

DVD's with great studies will be a good challenge to your adults in small groups or forums. All kinds
abound here at the Center. Call, come in, or browse the catalog to see what’s available for your stu-
dents to get immersed in. Hopefully, they will pick up on your excitement and get started learning!

. Last time | talked about getting the Nooma dvds. Well, they are
ifﬁf‘ here and so very interesting. All ages are using and enjoying
them. Women’s groups are finding them to be right on in their
portrayal of different and so familiar, bible passages/parables.
The newest one “Open” is here. If you haven’t seen them yet, be sure
to stopor order on line or by phone. Lots of other good resources
await your review. Come and see the 5,000+ resources we have!




VOLUME 8, ISSUE 1 PAGE 3

New books and other resources. . ...

A great new book “The Heart of Christianity” by Marcus Borg is now on our shelves. Rediscovering A
Life of Faith is the subtitle. This is a really good read for all of us who want to be more passionate be-
lievers.

A companion to itis “Living the Heart of Christianity” by Marcus Borg and Tim Scorer. A Guide to
Putting Your Faith into Action is its subtitle.

The third part of the trilogy is “Experiencing The Heart of Christianity” by Tim Scorer. Thisisa 12
session program for groups that comes with a DVD to help in your study.

“Where Does God Live?” is designed for ages 3-6. Using simple, everyday examples that children can
relate to, this colorful book helps young readers develop a direct and personal understanding of God.

For pastors and others serious about Bible study, we have the Hermeneia on the Book of Romans by
Robert Jewett. A wonderful book for study, learning more about Romans, one of the most read and
studied books in the Bible, and just growing in your faith.

“Holy Places” is about Matching Sacred Space with Mission and Message. Buildings communicate.
Those on your leadership team should read this book and rethink your worship space.

Along those same lines, “Stepping Forward” is another book for leadership people to work with your
congregation in visioning, planning, leadership development and team building. It’s a great help in all
those areas, and a book that is a “must-read” for interested folks wanting to move forward.

“A Generous Presence”, Spiritual Leadership and the Art of Coaching by Rochelle Melander. This is a
new, growing, and important field of creating spiritually alive and aware leaders and congregations.
This book addresses and helps create an atmosphere for growth.

We have something unique from a pastor in the East Central Synod: Pastor Kay Richter from Two Riv-
ers, Wl has developed a Sermon Series in connection with “The Book of Faith” emphasis. The series will
walk through the Bible from Genesis 1:1 through Revelation. Copies of her series are here at the Center
and will be updated regularly, with permission for you to use any way you would like to. Many thanks to
Pastor Richter for gracious sharing her talents!

An excellent book, “First Fruits of Prayer” is an excellent book with provocative, comforting and enlight-
ening words from the Canon of St. Andrew. Read and learn what this is all about!

“Africans and Americans - Embracing Cultural Differences” is new to the Center, written by Joseph L.
Mbele. It is an excellent look at how African people live their lives much differently than those of us in
America and how we need to educate ourselves into those areas before visiting their country. Our ex-
pectations as to how they SHOULD live isn’t how they have been taught. Very enlightening reading.

Synod assembly 1s May 30-31 . ...

By now you probably have your assembly voting The dates are May 30-31 at the University of Wis-
members picked and ready to go. This is such a consin-Eau Claire campus.
good time for congrega- Pre-assembly books will be going out shortly, so
tional members to be in if your congregation doesn’t receive one, be sure
é attendance at a gather- to call the Synod Office, 715-234-3373 and request
”‘\\ ing of our synod at work. a copy. ltis vitality important and necessary that
¥ Delegates have a your delegates have one in their possession.
chance to vote onimpor- Your Resource Center will be there with our
tantissuesin the life of usual display and some goodies for everyone. As
our synod, AND they have the opportunity to speak always, you will be able to check materials out that
-voice their opinions on these issues. day to take home.
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Here are items for your newsletter/bulletin all ready
for you to cut and paste.

+*The annual Rotation Model Sunday School Workshop will be held on Saturday, April 5, 2008 at the
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Eau Claire. If you have not received a brochure, call at the
Resource Center and I’ll send one to you. This is going to be a great day!

*Remember to contact your Synod Resource Center, 715-833-1153, for information about the Lay
School of Ministry. We are taking registrations for the fall 2008 class now. Call today if you have ques-
tions. New packets are available at the Resource Center or on line at www.layschoolofministry.org The
best partis that after you have completed the 2-year course, you are eligible to be part of the continu-
ing education class. There are fabulous instructors just waiting to be asked to come and teach. The
word is out that we have one of the best Lay Schools in the country, and professors want to be part of
it! Decide NOW to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity.

*The new items in your Resource Center have been coming in regularly. Nooma DVDs are some of
the best resources available right now. Each 10-12 minute DVD is fresh, dynamic and relevant. Come
and see!

*When you are looking for adult Bible studies, remember to come to the Resource Center and
browse or go on line to see what we have. There are lots of good, sound materials for all ages to really
getinvolved in a great learning experience. The Book of Faith initiative is a fabulous motivator to get
started studying the Word of God!

+Some great women’s programs are the “Bad Girls of the Bible” series. There’s “The Bad Girls”,
“Slightly Bad Girls”, and “Really Bad Girls”. They all come with a study book, DVD, and a leader’s
guide. These have been very popular in some areas for women-of-all-ages gatherings. The author, Liz
Curtis Higgs is a joy to listen to and to watch. Your group will love her presentation!

+A new DVD, Amazing Grace, is a great story for adult forum, small groups, or even youth groups.
Shown in sections, this could be a great teaching/discussion tool. It is based on the true story of Wil-
liam Wilberforce and his struggle to end the British slave trade and reform society. Good viewing!

News for your information. ... @ﬁ

Keep checking the online catalog for new resources. We have some pastors in our synod
who have reduced their libraries and made the Resource Center recipients of what they don’t want any-
more. We are happy to do that. Greg will go to the pastor’s house/office and look through the stash of
good books. Anything that we already have or can’t use will be left for the pastor to decide. The rest
Greg brings here, and | have a huge number of good things to code in.

Atthe Synod Assembly, is a good time for folks to return Resource Center materials. Now is the
time to search shelves, at home and church, to see if something is hiding there. We always seem to lose
some resources each year, so your help in looking for them would be much appreciated!

Don’t forget - Your Resource Center staff is ready, willing and able to come to your congregation to
do a presentation on Sunday morning or Bible study for your group or just about anything you need. Call
us! 715-833-1153.

Please remember to consistently list the Synod Resource Centerin your newsletter.
Contact information: phone number-715-833-11563, fax number-715-833-1156, mailing address-1005 Ox-
ford Ave, Eau Claire WI 54703, and email address-staff@synodresourcecenter.org, are so important to
get out to your readers on a regular basis. To have those contacts at their fingertips is crucial. We really
appreciate your help in the getting the word out to everyone that we’re here to help and to make their
work easier. Thanks!



