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“The Union” e-mailed during the
year-www.synodresourcenter.org-
by the Northwest Synod of WI Re-
source Center at 1005 Oxford Ave.,
Eau Claire, WI 54703.

Center hours: 9:30am to 5:00pm
daily; special times by appointment
staff@synodresourcecenter.org

Phone-715-833-1153;
fax-715-833-1156;

Rev. Greg Kaufmann, director;
Bonnie Weber, assistant director;
Diane Kaufmann, Delores Harri-
son, Tim & Gay Fehr, Howard
Weber, Kathy Oelschlager, volun-
teers.

What a summer this has been -
drought, heat, rain in buckets -
guess we should be used to a full
range of weather and all its
quirks. It keeps things interesting.
Hope you all have been able to
stay cool and well during all of it.

Your Resource Center has been
busy — June is typically a slow
time with everyone just winding
down from the busy year. But
then in July and August calls and
emails come in for curriculum ex-
amples, suggestions, etc. | have
been to one church for an evening
meeting with samples and talking
about Rotation, and two groups
have been here looking and com-
paring.

Talking about curriculum- we
have two women in our synod
who will be glad to come to your
congregation and talk about
choices for your Sunday school
study, including Rotation Model. If
your education committee would
like some help, call us here at the
Center and we will put you in
touch with the helpers. They are
also willing to do Council Re-
treats.

Greg is on sabbatical this sum-
mer, returning the day after Labor
Day. Delores and | have been
keeping things moving at the Cen-
ter.

I’m sure you have been getting
the emails from Sue about Soul
Support. If you haven’t decided to
go, be sure to do that. We always
have such a good time plus learn

The SRC Crew

Your Resource Center Is here to help. ..

some new things. You can’t beat
that combination! Go on line to
the Northwest Synod of WI and fill
out the registration form. Lots of
new secretaries have signed up
so us “oldies” will have to initiate
them!

Most of you are familiar with the
Lay School of Ministry. | would
like to take this opportunity to
have you promote it in your con-
gregation. You could take the
paragraph from Synod Clips and
reproduce it in your newsletters
or bulletins, if there is room.
Please find the paragraph on
page 4 of this Union. Be sure to
direct any questions to the Re-
source Center. We have informa-
tional packets here that contain
registration forms and other perti-
nent material. Thanks for your
help!

We have received the New Tes-
tament Binder for Here We Stand
- confirmation material. All three
— The Small Catechism, The Old
Testament, and The New Testa-
ment are now on our shelves. |
can see this being taught to an
adult class - what a golden oppor-
tunity that would be. Talk to your
pastor and if he/she doesn’t have
the time, enlist someone who
maybe a Lay School grad in your
congregation or someone who
loves teaching. How neat would
that be as adults to study such
great material!
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New stuff for programs, smal groups etc. . ..

Something new and exciting is devotional exercises to deepen you prayer life. It’s called
“Stretch and Pray” - a daily discipline for physical and spiritual wellness. There is a DVD
and a book with all the exercises pictured to help you do them correctly. Neat resource!

A 2006 VeggieTales DVD, “Larry Boy and the Bad Apple.” A lesson in fighting temptation.
“Something is rotten in the peaceful town of Bumblyburg!” All kinds of Bonus Features.

A 2005 VeggieTales DVD is also on our shelves: “Sheerluck Holmes and the Golden Ruler.”
A lesson in Friendship, and bonus features.

For those who are getting into Rotation Model Sunday School, we have a pattern to build a
puppet playhouse.

Two books from Youth and Family Institute: “I| Am Always With You” - Jesus Promises In The
Lord’s Supper; and, “Come Right In—You’re Home” - God Says When We Are Baptized.
Both are written by and for children.

“Rings, Kings, and Butterflies” - lessons on Christian Symbols for Children with CD.

“The Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe” in VHS and DVD foremat. The award-winning animated
production.

The Lutheran Voices books, new ones described on the next page, are excellent for small
groups to read and discuss. Each book has questions at the end of chapters for members to
talk about.

All four books of the “No Experience Necessary” materials plus the DVD for learning. Excel-
lent stuff for all adults, regardless of previous Bible studies.

DVD’s: “Introducing Jesus of Nazareth” from ELCA’s Mosaic; “The History of the Bible in
English” from Kerygma. Both have question and answer sheets to facilitate discussion.

DVD for children: “Adventures of the Apostle Paul”. Over 30 minutes of animated, segments
and extras.

Coming Soon! “Manners and Customs in the Bible”. What did people eatin Old Tes-
tament times? How did they mourn? Or execute justice? Gain deeper insight into
daily life with this resource. Should be here next week!

And some great Advent/Christmas materials from Alternatives that help celebrate
what the season is REALLY all about. Should be here very soon.

September 8 & 9—Lay School of Ministry begins its 14th year. caII 833-1153 for

¥ questions or registration sheets;

September 1719—Fall Ministry Retreat for pastors and spouses at Telemark;
October 2 & 3—Soul Support for synod secretaries/bookkeepers—Register on-line
at nwsynod-wisconsin.org and click on “events”. Yow’ll be glad you did!

Just a few opportunities available in our Synod for folks to be involved in learn-
ing and fun. Let them know abhout it!
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The newest in the Lutheran Voices series is “Ending Poverty - A 20/20 Vision” A Guide for Individuals
and Congregations; “American Destiny and the Calling of the Church”; “Reclaiming the ‘C’ Word - Dar-
ing to the Church Again”. Gather a group together to read and discuss these marvelous books.

“Stretch and Pray” - DVD and book. A Daily Discipline for Physical and Spiritual Wellness.

“Islam & Muslim-Christian Relations” - an introductory reader.

“When Not to Build” - an architect’s unconventional wisdom for the Growing Church.

Church Educator magazine. Creative Resource for Church Educators.

Justin! “The Lutheran Handbook for Pastors” and “The Lutheran Handbook on Marriage”. Like their
predecessors, “The Lutheran Handbook” and “The Christian Handbook” they are great reading and

have a multitude of usages.

“Finding the Lost Cultural Keys to Luke 15” and “The Cross and the Prodigal” - Luke 15 through the Eyes
of Middle Eastern Peasants. Both by Kenneth E. Bailey.

“Reach Out and Give” from Thrivent that helps kids give of themselves rather than getting.

“Searching for Peace in the Middle East” - DVD

Numerous good DaVinci code materials - books and DVD’s.

“Prepare Him Room” - a four session Advent Study for adults.

Books from Alban: “Lending Your Leadership - How Pastors Are Redefining Their Rold in Community
Life”; “Seasons of Friendship - Naomi and Ruth as a Model for Relationship”; “The Evangelizing Church -
A Lutheran Contribution”, various contributing authors.

“Congregations” magazine from Alban with lots of great articles. Also, “Net Results” magazine that con-
tains just about everything you need to know about church growth, evangelism, all kinds of stuff.

“Knitting into the Mystery” - a Guide to the Shawl-Knitting Ministry.

New “Splash” materials - Greeting card set, Guide for Godparents, “Wonderfully Made” - a baby book
like none other you have ever seen. Great materials!

Two wonderful days being planned. . . . . |

Two dates you will want to mark down right now
are March 17, 2007 and March 24, 2007.

The 17th will be a Rotation Model Workshop to be
held with our sister synod, East Central at Our
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Appleton. This will be
our sixth (I think) annual Rotation workshop. Oth-
ers we have held have been greatly attended and
much appreciated by attendees.

Be sure to watch following Unions and mailings
for more details.

The next date, the 24th, is going to be something
new and very exciting: a Technology & Worship

=

Day! This will also be held in conjunction with East
Central Synod. At this point, we are tentatively
planning to have it at Grace Lutheran Church in
Tomahawk, WI. This is going to be one you will
want to get all your planners, musicians, pastors,
anyone who has anything to do with your worship
services, to attend. It will be a marvelous day.
Again, watch following Unions and mailings to
get signed up as early as possible so you don’t get
left out.

You can always call your Center for the latest
updates anytime! 715-833-1153.
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Here is anitem for your newsletter all ready for you to cut and paste.

*Now is the time to promote the Lay School of Ministry to your parishioners. The Fall 2006 session
begins September 8, Friday evening at 6:00 for supper, 7:00 for classes. Saturday morning’s schedule
is 7:30 breakfast, 8:00 worship, and 8:30 classes. Everything is held at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
in Chippewa Falls. The price for this top-of-the-line learning experience is still $400 per year with books
and meals additional. Housing is available with members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church or at local
motels. For questions or registration forms, call your Synod Resource Center, 715-833-1153. this is
something that we need to do for ourselves, to study the Word of God. There aren’t any tests, written
reports or checking on our work. It’s up to each one how much we want to do. Decide now to come—
you’ll be glad you did!

And, another one!
ATTENTION: CURRENT AND GRADUATE STUDENTS OF LAY SCHOOL OF MINISTRY, PASTORS, AND
FRIENDS OF LSM

+A one-day Retreat will be held on Saturday, September 30, 2006 featuring Jane Strohl, Professor
at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary at Berkeley, CA. Jane was scheduled to be with the Continu-
ing Education class this last April, but due to health issues, was unable to be here. Now, we will have a
taste of her expertise for a day’s worth of teaching on the topic, “Other Voices of the Reformation.” The
event will be held at Bethany Lutheran Church, located at 35 West Messenger Street in Rice Lake. Reg-
istration and refreshments will be at 8:30am at the back entrance of the church. The class will begin at
9:00. a sit-down meal will be served from 12:00-1:00 with the class resuming at 1pm concluding by
4:00. For 2005-2006 Continuing Education students the cost of the day will be $10 for the meal. For
anyone else desiring to be part of this great learning opportunity, the cost will be $30. Pastors and lay
leaders are urged to attend. We need to have a firm meal count by Monday, September 25. Register by
calling the Synod Resource Center, 715-833-1153. (Due to a 3pm wedding at Bethany that day, we are
asked to park across the street in the parking lot, saving church parking space for wedding guests. By
entering in the back of the building, we will not become involved in wedding preparations.)

Thanks for your help in promoting these two life enhancing events!

News for your informationE . s

....next year’s VBS from Augsburg Fortress is entitled, “Great Bible Reef”’. Dive deep into God’s word. Visit
thevbsplace.org for more information. Neat web site! We are in the process of planning a workshop tentatively set
for Saturday, November 18. It will be held here at First Lutheran in the Lounge at 9am til noon. It is the first day of
deer hunting, so the women can have the day for learning and shopping!

....you can go on line at elca.org and find the latest news on the Youth Gathering in San Antonio. What a great time
they had. Over 40,000 youth participated in service projects. They made over 3,000 “happy hats” for hospitalized
children; over 5,000 school kits for needy kids; and volunteered in over 67 service locations in San Antonio. These
are just a few of the wonderful things that go on in our ELCA. We need to get that word out.

....there are a number of churches in our synod that will be holding Evangelical Lutheran Worship Training—for the
new hymnal. Check the Synod Clips from August 9 for all the info. We have some sample stuff here at the Center
and will be getting more. Come see us.

....we also have the Akaloo starter kit here. This is going to be a great way for congregations to get intergenera-
tional learning going, either on Sunday mornings or weekday evenings. It is here for your use.
....Advent/Christmas materials are going to be sought after before long. If you check out the on-line catalog and
find something you are interested in, be sure to call/e-mail to reserve whatever it is. Things go out in a hurry.

Noticed on the “Old Lutheran” site: they have Lutheran Rose Tattoos
(temporary) for $.10 each if you order 100 or more;
$.16 each if you order 6-99.

Thinking ahead to Reformation Day—it might be kind of fun to order a
bunch for Sunday School kids, teachers, choir and anyone else who might
like to mark this special day in the Lutheran Church in a fun, funky way!
Check it out at oldlutheran.com




